Central to current U.S. biodefense strategy is the 2004 Homeland Security Presidential Directive (HSPD) 10, Biodefense for the 21 st Century, which states that "the United States will use all means necessary to prevent, protect against, and mitigate biological weapons attacks perpetrated against our homeland and our global interests." HSPD-10 also sets forth four pillars of U.S. biodefense:
• Threat awareness includes timely, accurate, and relevant intelligence, threat assessment, and the anticipation of future threats.
• Prevention and protection involve continuing and expanding efforts to limit access to agents, technologies, and knowledge to certain groups and countries as well as protecting critical infrastructure from the effects of biological attacks.
• Surveillance and detection provide early warning or recognition of biological attacks to permit a timely response and mitigation of consequences as well as attribution.
• Response and recovery include pre-attack planning and preparedness, capabilities to treat casualties, risk communications, physical control measures, medical countermeasures, and decontamination capabilities.
HSPD-10 calls for the involvement and coordination of many federal department and agencies in national biodefense preparedness and response:
• The Secretary of Homeland Security is designated as the principal federal official responsible for managing and coordinating federal operations to prepare for, respond to, and recover from domestic incidents involving biological weapons. The directive also charges the Secretary of Homeland Security with coordinating, as appropriate, with the heads of other federal departments and agencies, to effectively accomplish this mission.
• The Secretary of State is the principal federal official responsible for responding to terrorist incidents that take place outside of U.S. borders, including U. S. support for foreign consequence management.
• The Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) is the lead agency for medical and public health response to such mass casualty events.
• The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) directs the protection of agriculture and certain
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food products.
• The Department of Defense (DOD) is in charge of military force protection.
The roles and responsibilities of these and other relevant federal, state, and local agencies involved in the national biodefense strategy are outlined in the National Response Framework (see sidebar on page 7).
A high-level summary of select presidential directives, public laws, and key international treaties and regimes follows. Where available, links to the official documents are provided.
Select Presidential Directives:
• National Security Decision Memorandum 35 (1969) renounced the use of lethal or incapacitating methods of biological warfare and confined U.S. biological programs to research and development for defensive purposes. (2004) is directed against the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, their means of delivery, and related equipment and materials. All United Nations (UN) member states have three primary obligations under the resolution relating to chemical, nuclear, and biological weapons, related items and their delivery systems: (i) to refrain from providing support to non-state actors seeking such items; (ii) to prohibit non-state actors from engaging in specified activities relating to WMD, including the acquisition and use, the attempted acquisition and use, and the financing of the acquisition and use of such items; and (iii) to take and enforce effective measures to establish domestic controls to prevent the proliferation of nuclear, chemical, or biological weapons and their means of delivery, including by establishing appropriate controls over related materials. The resolution also places requirements on UN Member States to take specific measures to criminalize activities which can contribute to or support proliferation activities.
United Nations Security Council Resolution 1540, http://www.state.gov/t/isn/73519.htm
